
 
CLEANING 
A GLOCK



After clearing the area of any and all live ammunition, ensure that your pistol 
is unloaded. Pointing the muzzle in a safe direction, keep your finger out of the 
trigger guard and remove the magazine. 
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Lock the slide open and then physically and visually verify that the pistol is clear.
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Following the disassembly instructions in your manual, close the slide and pull 
the trigger on the empty chamber.  Holding the grip as demonstrated, pull and 
hold the slide back less than half an inch and pull down on both disassembly tabs. 
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While holding them down, run the slide forward and off of the frame. 
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Holding the slide of the pistol upside-down, remove the recoil spring assembly 
by compressing the spring with your index finger and lightly pulling up. 
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Remove the barrel by lifting and sliding it free from the slide. 
The pistol is now field stripped.  
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Starting with the barrel, use a powder solvent to clean all powder residue and other 
fouling off of the outside of the barrel, crown of the muzzle, and breech area. 
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Using a stiff plastic brush, remove as much fouling as you can from the inside of 
the slide and from the slide rail channels. Once you remove as much as you can, 
use a small amount of powder solvent and the brush to thoroughly clean the 
inside of the slide and slide rail channels. 
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With cleaning patches or a cloth, remove the loosened powder 
residue from the slide’s interior surfaces. 
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With a cleaning patch or cloth, wipe down the slide – especially at the muzzle and 
breech – with powder solvent and then, with clean patches or cloth, wipe away 
excess solvent from all slide surfaces. 
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Wet an appropriately-sized bore brush in bore cleaner or powder solvent 
and run it breech-first through the barrel 5 to 10 times. 
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Using the patch jag in your cleaning kit, run clean patches through the bore 
of the barrel from the breech until they come out clean. If they continually 
come out fouled, repeat step 11. Once the patches are clean, lightly oil the 
outer surfaces of the barrel and then run an oiled patch through the bore from 
the breech. NOTE: after the bore is oiled, run clean patches through in order to 
remove excess oil. Oil left in the barrel of a firearm will compromise accuracy.
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With a stiff plastic brush, scrub the top and inner surfaces of the frame to 
remove as much powder fouling as possible. Be gentle; you’re now dealing 
with the parts of the gun over-zealous handling can harm. 
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Once you have removed all of the powder fouling from the inside of the frame, 
use a patch or cloth wetted with powder solvent to remove any remaining 
fouling.  Pay special attention to the feed ramp, extractor and all metal parts 
at the throat of the frame just above the trigger. Like the barrel, continue until 
your patches are clean. 
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With your stiff plastic brush, briskly remove any fouling from the recoil spring 
assembly. It is not necessary to lubricate the recoil spring assembly very much, 
so once it’s brushed, add a dot of oil to the center of the spring and allow it 
to run around the rod. Simply wipe it down with a silicone cleaning cloth or 
other cleaning cloth. 
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With a punch or Glock tool, remove the baseplate from the magazine by 
pressing the circular button into the body of the magazine, squeezing both sides 
of the magazine box just below the baseplate, and sliding the baseplate off while 
holding the button down. Do so carefully; the baseplate is under spring tension. 
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Separate the baseplate from the box and spring; 
the follower should remain on the spring. 
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Briskly scrub all components of the magazine with your stiff plastic brush. 
 

17

18



There is no need to lubricate the follower, the box, or the baseplate, but all of 
them must be cleaned with a powder solvent and then wiped completely dry. 
Be certain not to leave any oil on any magazine component; some solvents 
and oils can compromise the primers in your ammunition. 
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Reassemble the magazine by reversing the order of the disassembly steps. 
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While reassembling the pistol, you will lubricate the 6 necessary oil points. 
These include one tiny touch of oil on each of the inset metal rails on the 
top of the frame, but be certain to not over-oil; again, over-lubrication can 
compromise accuracy and ammunition reliability. 
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Re-assemble the pistol by reversing the previous steps and as you do so, wipe 
down the barrel and slide with a quality rust preventative. Do not over-
lubricate any of the components - they should be oiled but dry.
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Once the pistol is reassembled, run the slide a few times 
and press the trigger to check for function. 
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