
 GUNGUIDE 
FIREARMS ❙   HOLSTERS ❙   AMMO



Selecting the handgun that you will carry for defense of self and family is one 
of the most personal decisions you will ever have to make. Many variables will 
figure into what exactly will work the best for you: hand size, hand and wrist 
strength, body type, and level of experience all contribute to selecting the side-
arm that will work the best for you.

Selecting whether to go with a revolver or an automatic is one of the most 
fundamental decisions in this process. Revolvers offer comfort for many shoot-
ers who are already familiar with that style of firearm, but they are more chal-
lenging to reload and do not offer the capacity of an autoloader. Semi-automat-
ics are extremely quick to reload and carry more cartridges in a magazine than a 
revolver carries in its cylinder, but the springs on some autos make them difficult 
to operate for some shooters with compromised hand strength and the external 
safeties on some others can present training challenges for shooters who are 
not accustomed to them. Above all else, you will have to select a gun that you 
will actually carry every day. The subcompact pocket pistol or revolver that you 
actually have with you during an emergency beats the full-size Glock or 1911 
left at home because it’s too inconvenient to lug around, so don’t let anyone 
bully you into buying more gun than you know you’ll carry.

If possible, find a gun shop that will allow you to rent or try out a firearm be-
fore buying one. This will let you get the feel of various action types, the size 
differences between different models, and the felt recoil of different guns. It is 
extremely frustrating to purchase a handgun that turns out to be uncomfort-
able, unreliable, or otherwise not what you thought it would be.

Before you buy, do your homework. This guide, while by no means compre-
hensive, contains information you’ll need to help you sift through the countless 
choices you’ll face as you purchase your first concealed carry handgun, holster 
in which to secure it, and the ammo to feed it.
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BUYING A GUN



SPRINGFIELD
ARMORY XDS
Building on the extreme popularity of their XD platform, 

Springfield Armory went slim with the creation of the XDs.  
The XDs is a single-stack pistol making it incredibly thin and easy 
to carry. The polymer frame means the pistol is lightweight, but 
the forged steel slide is solid and durable. The pistol is shipped 
with two flush-fit magazines that hold seven rounds each, but 
extended magazines with a nine-round capacity are available.
Like all XD pistols, the XDs is functional and reliable and comes 
in all the common fighting calibers of 9mm, .40 S&W and .45 ACP. 
The specifications given above are for the 9mm version.

Caliber: 9mm
Length: 6.3 inches
Height: 4.4 inches

Grip Width: .9 inches
Barrel Length: 3.3 inch

Slide: Forged steel
Frame: Polymer

Sights: Fiber optic front 
steel dovetail rear

Trigger Pull: 5.5 to 7.7   pounds
Magazines: 2 flush-fit stainless

Magazine Capacity: 7 
(9 w/X-Tension sold separately)

Weight: 23 ounces
MSRP: $569-$619

TECHNICAL SPECS:

FIREARMS
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Caliber: 9mm  
Magazine Capacity: 7 or 8

Action: Striker-fired 
Weight: 19 ounces 

Barrel Length: 3.1 inches 
Front Sight: White dot

Rear Sight: White 2-dot
Overall Length: 6.1 inches 

Frame Width: .95 inches 
Overall Height: 4.6 inches 

Frame Material: Polymer
Barrel/Slide Finish: Black 68 HRC

Trigger Pull: ~6.5 pounds 
Sight Radius: 5.3 inches 

MSRP: $449

TECHNICAL SPECS:

The Shield is the single-stack addition to the M&P line from 
Smith & Wesson. The pistol was released to great fanfare 

with a large marketing campaign and by all accounts has 
lived up to the hype. With a polymer frame and striker-fired 
action it has all the earmarks of a modern fighting pistol. 
Unlike other members of the M&P line, the Shield does not 
offer interchangeable handgrips, but can be had with an 
extended magazine to give an additional round.

S&W SHIELD
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Walther has a long history of making slim, concealable 
defensive pistols and the PPS just keeps adding to that 

legacy. This striker-fired pistol comes in both 9mm and .40 
S&W and offers a variety of magazine lengths, moving the 
9mm capacity from 6 to 8 rounds.  At less than an inch wide, 
this is a true carry pistol built for concealment.

Fit and finish are what you would expect from Walther and 
the ergonomics are outstanding. One thing to consider with 
this pistol is the location on the magazine release. Instead of 
the traditional button behind the trigger, the Walter PPS release 
is a small lever integral with the bottom of the trigger guard. It’s 
not an issue unless you don’t know where to look for it. Caliber: 9mm

Finish: Black
Trigger Pull: 6.1 pounds

Barrel Length: 3.2 inches
Magazine Capacity S/M/L: 6/7/8

Overall Length: 6.3 inches
Height W/Magazine: 

S/M/L – 4.4 inches
4.9 inches/5.3 inches

Width: .9 inches
Sight Radius: 5.4 inches

Weight: 20.8 ounces
MSRP: $679.99

TECHNICAL SPECS:

WALTHER PPS
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BERETTA NANO
This is the polymer pocket pistol from Beretta. Solid and 

well-built, the Nano is made for concealment and close-
range work, yet it still sports decent three-dot sights. It is a bit 
heavier than some small pocket pistols, but the weight is not 
intolerable during all-day carry. With a sight radius of almost 
5 inches, this pistol is still capable of excellent accuracy.

Caliber: 9mm
Overall Length: 5.63 inches

Overall Height: 4.17 inches
Overall Width: .9 inches

Barrel Length: 3.07 inches
Sight Radius: 4.92 inches

Sights: Three-dot low-profile
Frame: Polymer

Slide Material: 4140
Slide Finish: Pronox

Magazine Capacity: 6 
Weight: 19.97 ounces

MSRP: $475

TECHNICAL SPECS: 
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Caliber: 9mm 
Height: 3.9 inches
Weight: 17 ounces
Length: 5.5 inches

Magazine Capacity: 6
Frame Material: Aluminum

Finish: Kimpro II
Width: .995 inches 

Slide Material: Stainless steel
Finish: Satin silver

Barrel Length: 2.7 inches
Sights: Fixed low-profile

Sight Radius: 4.4 inches
Grips: Black synthetic 

checkered/smooth
Trigger Pull: 7 pounds

MSRP: $815

TECHNICAL SPECS:

This little striker-fired Kimber comes in four different 
models to meet the demands of every shooter. This 

is a slim-line pocket pistol with all the great features and 
craftsmanship common to Kimber products. Well-built and 
ready for action, it is a small gun that nearly disappears  
when concealed. The Kimpro finish makes it nearly 
impervious to the elements.

KIMBER SOLO
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The Glock design has rapidly become the standard among 
police agencies across the country, meaning it was a short 

trip from full-sized duty pistol to ultra-compact concealed carry 
gun. Glock pistols come in three basics sizes; the smallest of 
these is commonly called the Baby Glock and comes in all the 
standard calibers. Specifications shown here are for the 9mm. 
Other calibers will vary slightly.

The Glock is a simple, robust and supremely reliable design. 
The polymer frame makes the pistols lightweight and durable, 
while the patented Tenifer coating on the steel parts makes 
the pistols nearly maintenance-free. With its record of proven 
reliability the Glock pistol regardless of size and caliber has 
become a favorite among those who carry concealed.

GLOCK 26

Caliber: 9mm
Length: 6.41 inches

Width: 1.18 inches
Height: 4.17 inches

Safety: Glock Safe Action trigger
Sight Radius: 5.39 inches
Barrel Height: 1.26 inches

Barrel Length: 3.42 inches
Weight: 21.71 ounces

Trigger Pull: ~5.5 pounds
Magazine Capacity Standard: 10 

Optional: 15/17/33
MSRP: $560

TECHNICAL SPECS:
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TAURUS
MILLENNIUM 
The Millennium  is often overlooked but sports a host of 

features not found on other pistols this size (and especially 
not in this price range.) This little double-stack gun holds 12 
rounds in the magazine and includes a great double/single- 
action trigger system that allows for second strike capability. 
It also sports a frame-mounted manual safety. Ergonomics are 
excellent for a small carry pistol.

Model: PT-111
Finish: Blue

Caliber: 9mm
Magazine Capacity: 12

Weight: 18.75 ounces
Barrel Length: 3.25 inches

Frame: Polymer
Action: Single-action/double-action

Front Sight: Fixed
Rear Sight: Adjustable 2-dot

Length: 6.12 inches
MSRP: $329.99

TECHNICAL SPECS:
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SIG P238
Sig’s P238 is a solid entry into the pocket pistol 

market. At less than a pound it is a lightweight pistol 
that conceals easily and carries well. The frame is hard 
anodized black and the slide is natural stainless making 
for a striking combination. Opt for the Siglite night sights as 
they are supremely useful in low-light situations. Magazine 
capacity is just six but autos are easier to reload than 
revolvers, so a spare magazine will provide extra insurance.

Caliber: .380 ACP 
Action Type: Single-action only

Trigger Pull: 7.5 to 8.5 pounds
Overall Length: 5.5 inches
Overall Height: 3.9 inches

Overall Width: 1.1 inches
Barrel Length: 2.7 inches
Sight Radius: 3.8 inches

Weight: 15.2 ounces
Magazine Capacity: 6

Sights: Contrast or available 
Siglite night sights

Grips: Fluted polymer grips
Frame Finish: Black hard coat anodized

Slide Finish: Natural stainless
MSRP: $693

TECHNICAL SPECS:
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CHARTER ARMS
UNDERCOVER
There is nothing fancy about Charter Arms. Their revolvers 

are solid, classically styled handguns built to work. You 
won’t see lots of brightly polished surfaces on a Charter 
revolver, but what you will see are well-built elements of a 
value-priced gun that will save your life when called upon to do 
so. Offered in a wide variety of calibers and styles, the Charter 
Arms revolver is the type of handgun that will do what you 
need when you need it done. 

Finish: Blue
Frame: Stainless steel

Grip: Compact
Barrel Length: 2 inches

Capacity: 5
Caliber: .38 Special +P

Hammer: Double-action only
Weight: 16 ounces

MSRP: $326

TECHNICAL SPECS:
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COLT MUSTANG
It looks like a 1911, only smaller. The Colt Mustang is the .380 

version of the venerable combat classic. Slim and trim, this little 
pistol brings six rounds of .380 ACP to the fight while remaining 
concealed and out of the way. The pistol runs on the traditional 
single-action, cocked-and-locked system using the Colt Series 
80 firing system.  The Mustang has been around for a while and 
Colt has made many changes over the years, making the latest 
versions of this pistol reliable and effective defensive weapons. Barrel Length: 2.75 inches

Caliber: .380 ACP
Magazine Capacity: 6

Receiver Material: Aluminum
Receiver Finish: Electroless nickel

Slide Material: Stainless
Slide Finish: Brushed

Sights: High-profile
Hammer: Commander-style

Trigger: Solid aluminum
Stocks: Composite

Action: Single-action
Firing System: Series 80

Overall Length: 5.5 inches
Approx. Weight: 12.5 ounces

MSRP: $649

TECHNICAL SPECS:

12

G
U
N
 G

U
ID

E
         W

W
W

.U
S

C
C

A
.C

O
M

  



RUGER LCRX
What the LCP is the to the small auto pistol, 

the LCRx is to revolvers. The x designation means 
this revolver carries an external hammer, as opposed to the 
concealed hammer of the Plain-Jane LCR. The LCRx is rated for 
+P ammo yet still sports Ruger’s modern lightweight cylinder 
design.  The LCRx weighs in at 13.5 ounces, perfect for all-day 
carry. Shooters who want the option of cocking the hammer for 
single-action fire have it with this little revolver.

Caliber: .38 Special+P
Length: 6.5 inches

Barrel Length: 1.875 inches
Height: 4.5 inches

Cylinder Finish: Ionbond 
Diamondblack

Capacity: 5
Rear Sight: U-notch integral

Front Sight: Replaceable, 
pinned ramp

Weight: 13.5 ounces
MSRP: $529

TECHNICAL SPECS:

13

G
U
N
 G

U
ID

E
         W

W
W

.U
S

C
C

A
.C

O
M

  



RUGER LCP
Ruger’s auto-loading pistols used to be thought 

of as bulky, clunky and difficult to carry. Not any longer. 
The LCP is built around the .380 ACP and features a glass-filled 
nylon frame for lightweight strength. The shrouded hammer offers 
second-strike capability in the unlikely event of a misfire. With 
a width of just .82 inches, the LCP nearly disappears in a pocket 
holster or IWB carry rig.  Stainless steel and black nylon may not 
be the most elegant combination, but this little pistol is a great 
value for a defensive handgun.

Caliber: .380 ACP
Magazine Capacity: 6 

Length: 5.16 inches
Width: .82 inches

Height: 3.6 inches
Barrel Length: 2.75 inches

Barrel Material: Alloy steel
Barrel Finish: Blue
Grip Frame: Black, 
high-performance, 

glass-filled nylon
MSRP: $379

TECHNICAL SPECS:
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The Kel-Tec P11 is an amazing value in a defensive firearm. 
It is one of the most affordable double-stack 9mm pistols 

on the market and its reliability is legendary. What you don’t 
get with the Kel-Tec is a lot of high polish. Still, the matte 
finish and the polymer frame do not impact reliability or 
service. This is a hard-working gun for someone who expects 
great value. The pistol shown here has been stippled by the 
owner for increased purchase on the grip frame.

KEL-TEC P11

Caliber: 9mm
Weight Unloaded: 14 ounces
Loaded Magazine: 6 ounces

Length: 5.6 inches
Height: 4.3 inches

Width: 1 inch
Barrel Length: 3.1 inches

Magazine Capacity: 10
Trigger Pull: 9 pounds

MSRP: $333

TECHNICAL SPECS:
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S&W J-FRAME
MODEL 442
At just 15 ounces, the Model 442 is your classic J-Frame S&W 

revolver, something generations of self-defense advocates 
have counted on. The 442 offers +P power and double-action-
only simplicity. This is truly one of the original point-and-shoot 
tools. With a long history in the personal defense market, J-Frame 
revolvers have accessories and holsters available at every major 
firearms retailer.  For those who like the simplicity of a revolver 
and seek one of the most trusted names in the industry, 
the S&W 442 is an outstanding option for personal defense.

Model: 442
Caliber: .38 Special +P

Capacity: 5
Barrel Length: 1.875 inches 

Front Sight: Black blade
Rear Sight: Fixed

Grip: Synthetic
Action: Double-action only

Frame size: Small, internal hammer
Finish: Matte black

Overall Length: 6.31 inches
Material: Aluminum alloy frame

Cylinder: Carbon steel 
Weight Empty: 15 ounces

MSRP: $469

TECHNICAL SPECS:
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SPRINGFIELD 
ARMORY EMP

Caliber: 9mm
Magazine Capacity: 9

Barrel: 3-inch stainless steel 
match grade, fully-supported ramp

Sights: Fixed low-profile combat 
tritium three-dot rear; dovetail front

Trigger: Long aluminum 
match grade, 5 to 6 pounds

Grips: Thinline cocobolo hardwood
Frame: Forged aluminum alloy, 

black hardcut anodized
Slide: Forged stainless steel, 

satin finish
Recoil System: Dual spring, 

full-length guide rod
Height: 5 inches

Length: 6.5 inches
Weight: 26 ounces

MSRP: $1200

TECHNICAL SPECS:

The Springfield EMP is a pint-sized 1911 design that carries 
nine rounds and, better than that, is shipped with three 

magazines. It is a heavy gun, weighing in at 26 ounces, 
but that speaks to its robust construction. The cocobolo 
hardwood grips are a classy touch to an outstanding 
concealed carry piece.
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A holster may appear to be nothing more than the platform 
in which you carry your concealed firearm, but your holster 

is every bit as important as the firearm you carry. Here are 
the most common types of holsters and a few facts about 

each that can help you narrow down your choices when 
making your choice. You will be trying to strike a balance 

between, comfort, concealment, access and retention. This is 
not a comprehensive list of holsters, but rather a look at the 
most popular styles available. Shopping for the right holster 

could take you longer than shopping for the right gun.

THE USCCA’S 
BRIEF GUIDE TO 

HOLSTER STYLES
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INSIDE THE WAISTBAND (IW
B)

INSIDE THE WAISTBAND (IWB)
One of the most popular styles of holster for 

concealed carry, the Inside the Waistband (IWB) 
holster allows a sidearm to be carried inside the 

waistband of the pants supported by the belt. 
They are usually affixed to the belt with clips, 

some of which allow you to tuck your shirt over 
the pistol. Other models are specifically designed 

to work with garments that do not accept belts.

HOLSTERS
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HYBRID

HYBRID HOLSTER
These holsters are the newcomers to the 

concealed carry market, combining modern 
materials like Kydex and neoprene with classic 

leather to create a holster that more effectively 
spreads the weight of the gun and is more 

comfortable to many than a traditional holsters. 
Hybrid holsters can be either IWB or pancake 

style and come in several different styles.
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PADDLE

PADDLE HOLSTER
The main feature of these holsters is a large composite or leather 

paddle that rides inside the pants. Most any style of holster can 
be made as a paddle holster.  The chief benefit to these holsters is 
that one need not remove the belt in order to remove the holster. 

The downside is that it is not as secure as other styles during a 
scuffle and could be ripped right off the trousers if someone grabs 

the firearm. These are extremely popular with individuals who 
regularly wear jackets or other cover garments, and like several 
others on this list are a standard of plainclothes police officers.
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SHOULDER

SHOULDER HOLSTER
Dating back over a century, shoulder holsters are ideal for 
carriers who spend a great deal of time riding, driving, or 

otherwise seated. Models are available that carry just a 
sidearm or that can carry a sidearm, extra magazines, and 

other EDC gear. Shoulder holsters require some sort of 
cover garment and you must use extra care to keep your 

finger off the trigger during the draw stroke because of the 
wide arc you trace while bringing the pistol to the target. 
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ANKLE

ANKLE HOLSTER
Another classic from the world of law enforcement, ankle 

holsters allow a carrier to discreetly carry a small handgun 
on the ankle covered by the leg of the pants. Drawing from 

an ankle holster can be slower because you must change 
your body position to gain access to the firearm. Ankle rigs 

are great for back-up guns and for those who spend a lot of 
time seated, but they can be uncomfortable. 23
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SMALL OF THE BACK HOLSTERS
These holsters, commonly called SOB, allow carriers to stow the 
gun in the middle of the back of their belt, and models are also 

available that securely hold a holstered handgun without a belt. 
Though less comfortable while seated, they take advantage of 

a natural concealment point on the human body and make less 
of a visual imprint on the carrier’s clothing. One fault of the SOB 
holster is the risk of serious back injury should the carrier fall or 

be knocked down on top of the gun.

SMALL OF THE BACK
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POCKET

POCKET HOLSTERS
These deceptively simple holsters allow carriers 

to safely keep a pistol or revolver in a pants or 
jacket pocket. Not only is the trigger protected 

from accidental snags, the materials used in the 
construction of these holsters are specifically 

designed to ensure a fast, smooth draw from the 
pocket and to make sure that the holster itself 

stays in the pocket where it belongs.
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BELT SLIDE

BELT SLIDE HOLSTERS
This is a minimalist style of belt-mounted holster. 

Though belt slides offer minimal retention, they 
are extremely fast and easy to use. They are 

attached to a belt by simply running the belt 
through the slot or slots and cinching the belt 

until the holstered weapon is tight in against the 
body, and are most commonly used with a cover 

garment or for open or semi-concealed carry.
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GARMENT

GARMENT HOLSTERS
GARTER STYLE, SHIRT, BELLYBAND, ETC.

The sky’s the limit here – or, more accurately, human imagination 
is the limit with these unique designs. Bellybands, holsters that 
are integrated into broad straps that are worn around the waist 
or chest, are popular among those who prefer not to carry their 

gun in a belt-mounted platform. Women’s’ undergarments are 
also custom-made to accommodate firearms and magazines 

as well as flashlights, pepper spray, knives, and other EDC gear. 
Even shirts and pants themselves are manufactured to tight 

specifications with integrated holsters, making concealed carry 
more comfortable and convenient than ever.
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OFF-BODY

28

OFF-BODY CARRY SYSTEMS
Modified purses, tablet cases, briefcases, and other 

bags are common ways to carry a concealed firearm. 
Though they present their own challenges, they are 

an exceptional way to carry a concealed firearm, 
and not just a handgun, either. Multiple designs are 

available that can conceal folding carbines or pistol-
gripped shotguns as well as sidearms. Depending on 

your needs they can fill a very important role.
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VEHICLE  PLATFORMS 

VEHICLE PLATFORMS
Like garment holsters, there exist dozens of vehicle-mounted 

carry platforms that allow concealed carriers to safely and 
securely carry or store handguns inside a car, truck, van, ATV, or 

boat. Everything from mountable holsters that offer very fast 
draws and low levels of retention to full-on safes designed to 

be mounted directly to the steel of your vehicle can be had at 
a range of prices that allow anyone to rest easy knowing their 

sidearm is securely stowed when it’s not on their belt.
29
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YAQUI  

YAQUI HOLSTERS
A specific type of slide holster, the Yaqui covers little more than 

the trigger and action of a handgun and requires an almost-
vertical draw. These are especially popular in the Southwest 

among those who carry a custom or otherwise visually attractive 
gun that they want the world to see. With practice the draw 

from this holster is very fast, but some avoid them as more of the 
handgun is exposed to the elements and accidental scratching 

due to the relatively little physical coverage of the firearm itself. 30
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PANCAKE

PANCAKE HOLSTERS
Popular for decades with plainclothes law enforcement 

officers, this is a belt holster that maintains as low a 
profile as possible while securing a handgun to the belt. 

Though not as discreet as truly concealed styles, they 
offer quick access and great convenience at various 

draw angles, sometimes featuring multiple belt holes for 
maximum versatility. When carrying in a pancake holster 
you will need some sort of cover garment, either a jacket 

or an untucked shirt, unless you intend to carry openly. 
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OTHER

OTHER STYLES
Concealed carriers have created high demand for holster designs 

that allow them to carry their firearm as discreetly as possible and 
to this end, inventors have brought dozens of products to market 

that allow just that. There are various designs that hang the 
pistol securely inside the waistband of the carrier’s pants, spring 

clips that install directly onto the frame of the firearm itself for 
belt or IWB carry, wraps that attach the pistol to the upper arm 

and more. The list grows daily. While not preferred by everyone, 
some of these less traditional  options become fast favorites of 

thousands of responsibly armed Americans.  
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-
ry concealed is as important a decision as what kind 

. There is ammunition designed 
for training, ammunition designed for self-defense, 
ammunition designed for hunting, and more types 
of bullets – the actual projectile itself – than can be 
listed here. Cut through the fog and understand that 

has to be ammunition that will reliably function in 
your 
tion designed for self-defense use. As long as these 
two criteria are met, the only other task is to test 
which load and brand works best with your gun.

Once you’ve narrowed down which rounds 
oper-ate the best in your gun, you need to look at 
which rounds will penetrate a threat the best. 
Though no one likes to get shot with anything, you 
will need to �nd the round that puts a bullet the 
deepest into a target. Unlike ri�e bullets, handgun 
bullets need to 

pierce bone and organs, as their wound channels are 
not as explosive and damaging as those delivered by 

with smaller calibers.
-

ferent cartridge loads. For example, a certain Glock 
26 may shoot more accurately with Winchester 
White Box 115-grain training ammo than it would 
with other brands or bullet weights. While it is im-
portant to have reliable and accurate training am-
munition, this becomes even more important when 
it comes to the rounds you will actually be carrying 

ammunition and test them for performance. When 
a friend has ammunition at the range that you’ve 
never run through your gun, ask if you can try a few. 
It is of the utmost importance that the rounds you 
carry in your gun every day are as accurate with 

GUIDE TO AMMO



AMMO GLOSSARY
Ball - The military nomenclature for full metal jacket ammunition, as in 
“ball ammo.”
BJHP - Bonded-jacket hollow-point. A style of self-defense projectile in 
which the jacket of the bullet has been specially bonded to the lead core, 
making for more reliable expansion and energy transfer.
EB - Enclosed base. This means there is no bare lead on the base of the 
bullet; it is jacketed in order to minimize lead exposure.
FMJ - Full metal jacket. These are bullets that have no exposed lead on the 
nose or sides and do not deform as dramatically as hollow-point or bare-
lead bullets. These are the standard training load for semi-automatics and 
are not preferred for self-defense.
FPE - Foot-pounds energy. This is the measurement of the energy the bul-

factory. Your mileage may vary.
FPS - Feet per second. This will be the velocity at which the projectiles left 
a test barrel at the factory when samples from each lot of ammunition were 

Frangible
apart on impact with a backstop. They are widely used at indoor ranges to 
reduce the risk of ricochets.
Grain - An archaic unit of measurement that is still used when referring to 
weights of projectiles. 437.5 grains equals one ounce.
Hardened Lead - An alloy of lead and antimony. This alloy is used for bare-
lead projectiles, providing better expansion control and less fouling in bar-
rels than unalloyed lead.
HP - Hollow-point. This is a bullet that has a cavity carved out of its nose, 
and the intent is to make the projectile open up upon impact with a target 
in order to expend all of its energy in that target without passing through.
JHP - This is a hollow-point bullet that is also jacketed. This is done to re-

consistent bullet expansion.
Low Flash -

Low Recoil/Managed Recoil - These are cartridges that have been specif-
ically loaded with a lower powder charge to reduce the felt recoil when the 
gun is discharged.
LR - -

tion. Before it became the industry standard, there was also the .22 Long 
and .22 Short, both of which are still available but not nearly as common.
LRN - Lead round nose. These bare-lead, unjacketed bullets are most com-
mon in revolvers and are mostly used for target shooting.
+P and +P+ - These are designators identifying ammunition as carrying a 

+P and +P+ ammunition, but not all are. Always consult a gunsmith before 

sidearm.
SJHP - Semi-jacketed hollow-point.
SJSP - Semi-jacketed soft point. These are projectiles that look like a SJHP 
but without the hollow points, and are commonly used for big game hunt-
ing and self-defense when increased penetration is desired.
SPL - Special, as in .38 Special or .44 Special. Pay close attention, as car-

SWC - Semi-wadcutter. This is a type of bullet used mostly in target shoot-
ing but also for self-defense with hardened lead bullets. 
SWHP - Semi-wadcutter hollow-point. These are bare-lead bullets with a 
hollow point; picture a SJHP but all lead. These are more common in the 
bigger-bullet, lower-velocity cartridges like the .45 Colt.
TC - Truncated Cone. This is kind of the autoloader version of a wadcutter, 

TMJ - Total metal jacket. These projectiles are completely electroplated 
with copper so there is absolutely no exposed lead.
WC
in revolver cartridges that is usually used for target shooting, but is also 
popular for self-defense in snub-nosed revolvers.
WMR - 

-
ing and small game hunting, though some self-defense oriented sidearms 
are chambered for this powerful little round.

NOTE - There will be acronyms and terms that are used to describe proprietary tech-

nologies. GDHP, for example, refers to the “Gold Dot Hollow-Point” bullets loaded in 

some cartridges sold by Speer. These aren’t exactly universal cartridge nomencla-

ture; they’re marketing tools and will often have an explanation on the box.



THE USCCA’S 
GUN BUYER’S CHECKLIST

When you are considering the purchase of a fire-
arm, whether it will be your first gun, a backup piece, 
or just another addition to your collection, there are 
several things you need to keep in mind. Use this 
checklist to make sure you don’t end up with a bad 
case of buyer’s remorse.

✔ Follow local laws: Firearms are the most heavily 
regulated products in the United States. Some state 
and local laws create a maze of regulation that you 
must follow to ensure you remain legal at all times. 
It is your responsibility.

✔ Find something that fits your 
hand: A gun is like a good shoe: It 
should feel good right from the start. 
If the gun you choose is uncomfort-
able to hold and fire, you will not train 
as much as you should. When the 
time comes, you will revert to the 
lowest level of your training. 

✔ Find something you will carry ev-
ery day: Think about things like weight and daily 
carry comfort. A gun that is too heavy will be left at 
home after the first few days of carry. Buy a gun you 
will be willing to carry all day, every day.

✔ Choose a caliber of consequence: Bad guys don’t 
ask the caliber of the round you are shooting at them, 
but you should still carry the largest caliber you can 
shoot accurately. Still, you will always shoot a smaller 
caliber more accurately than a larger caliber. 

✔ Seek knowledgeable advice: Look for a trusted 
source of information from a knowledgeable source. 
Often times the sales representative at the gun 
counter of your local store is not your best choice. 
Research far and wide before you buy. The USCCA 
offers several handy guides to help you get started.

✔ Choose what works for you: Never be pres-
sured into buying a gun because someone tells you 
it is something you must have. This is a very person-
al choice; don’t relinquish it to someone else.

✔ Try before you buy: Seek out the opportu-
nity to fire several types of handguns 
before you buy one. Many ranges 
offer rental guns. If there is not such 
a range nearby, see if you can find a 

knowledgeable friend who will allow 
you to try out his or her pistol. There 
are several regional and national 
groups offering “first shots” programs. 
These are great ways for new shoot-

ers to be introduced to firearms.
✔ Get good training: Ask questions. This is very 

serious business and you should not enter into it 
based on assumptions and “things you’ve heard.” 
There is a lot of bad advice out there. Find reputable 
trainers and check their references. Training often 
with a wide variety of trainers gives you different 
perspectives and insights. The more you know, the 
better off you will be.
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