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Choosing a pistol or revolver for concealed carry is 
a very personal decision. No self-respecting firearms 
instructor should ever tell you which gun you must 
carry. The choice is yours and yours alone, and you 
should make that choice only after carefully consider-
ing your needs and researching your options.

To that end, we at Concealed Carry Magazine con-
tinually offer up facts and insight into handguns 
currently on the market. We can tell you what works 
and how it works, but we can’t tell you if it will fit your 
hand, if it will be comfortable on your hip or how you 
will react to the recoil. All of that is up to you.

What follows are 15 sidearms that we have found 
to be effective and capable for use as everyday de-
fensive guns. This is not a complete list of appro-
priate options but merely a representative sample. 
We have included technical specifications from the 
manufacturers and a short paragraph or two about 
the features and benefits we and others find inter-
esting about each of these handguns. 

The firearms listed here are presented in no par-
ticular order. Any of them will work for you when your 

life is on the line. The gun is simply a tool; your willing-
ness to seek out training and hone the skills needed to 
defend yourself will have a far greater impact on your 
personal-defense plan than will the selection of a fire-
arm. But the firearm is still important.

The reason the firearm is so important is that in or-
der for your training to be of any value, you must ac-
tually carry the tool with which you’ve trained. That 
means you’ll need to select a firearm that you will have 
on you whenever and wherever you legally can. Your 
gun must be one that is not unpleasant to fire so that 
you will not find an excuse to avoid training. It must 
be of a type and style that encourages you to become 
familiar with its operation and maintenance. Above all, 
you must feel completely comfortable with your de-
fensive firearm. Remember, selecting a firearm is an 
entirely personal choice. If possible, you should try out 
as many pistols as you can before you make a decision 
about what will work best for you.

This list is a good place to start. You can see the 
technical data and read a little bit about each gun. The 
rest is up to you.
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There is nothing fancy about Charter Arms. Its 
revolvers are solid, classically styled handguns 
built to work. You won’t see lots of brightly pol-
ished surfaces on a Charter revolver, but you will 
see American-built elements that come togeth-
er on a value-priced gun to provide the reliability 
you need when your life is on the line. Offered in 
a wide variety of calibers and styles, the Charter 
Arms Undercover is the type of handgun that will 
do what you need it to when you need it done. 

CHARTER ARMS 
UNDERCOVER

TECHNICAL SPECS
CALIBER: .38 Special

CAPACITY: 5
BARREL LENGTH: 2 inches 

WEIGHT: 16 ounces
MSRP: $364
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The Glock design has rapidly become the stan-
dard among police agencies across the country, 
meaning it was a short trip from full-sized duty 
pistol to ultra-compact concealed carry gun. 
Double-stack Glock pistols come in three basic 
sizes, the smallest of which is commonly called 
the “Baby Glock” and is available in all the standard 
calibers. Specifications shown here are for the 
9mm. Other calibers will vary slightly.

The Glock is a simple, robust and supremely re-
liable design. The polymer frame makes the pis-
tol lightweight and durable, while the patented 
Tenifer coating on the steel components makes 
the pistol nearly maintenance-free. With its re-
cord of proven reliability, the Glock 26 remains a 
favorite among those who carry concealed.

GLOCK 26

TECHNICAL SPECS
CALIBER: 9mm
CAPACITY: 10+1

LENGTH: 6.42 inches
WIDTH: 1.26 inches
HEIGHT: 4.17 inches

BARREL LENGTH: 3.43 inches 
WEIGHT: 21.52 ounces

MSRP: $569
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Glock is one of the most legendary names in 
modern firearms, and its 43X is a testament to 
decades of innovation. For those who do not live 
in a state with magazine-capacity limits, an af-
termarket manufacturer snuck in an innovation 
of its own: Shield Arms makes all-steel mags that 
hold 15 rounds (though you’ll want to swap out 
the polymer magazine release for one of Shield’s 
steel units).

GLOCK 43X

TECHNICAL SPECS
CALIBER: 9mm
CAPACITY: 10+1

LENGTH: 6.5 inches
WIDTH: 1.1 inches

HEIGHT: 5.04 inches
BARREL LENGTH: 3.41 inches 

WEIGHT: 18.7 ounces
MSRP: $600
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This is Mossberg’s third installment in its re-
turn to handgun manufacturing, and like the 
rest of the company’s wares, it is economical 
and reliable. It’s equipped with an integrated 
trigger blade safety (a manual safety is avail-
able on some models) and the Mossberg Safe 
Takedown System (STS), which means it can be 
field-stripped without having to press the trig-
ger. Its magazines hold 11 or 14 rounds, and its 
slide is cut for micro red-dot sights.

MOSSBERG  
MC2sc

TECHNICAL SPECS
CALIBER: 9mm

CAPACITY: 11+1 or 14+1
LENGTH: 6.25 inches

WIDTH: 1.1 inches
HEIGHT: 4.3 inches

BARREL LENGTH: 3.4 inches 
WEIGHT: 19.5 ounces

MSRP: $556
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Following on the heels of Ruger’s extremely 
successful single-stack, double-action-only 
LCP, the LCP II brings a striker-fire-style trig-
ger to a pistol that often proved challenging to 
those with hand-strength issues. With a proper 
holster, this is one of the best pocket pistols on 
the market: slim, small and now even easier to 
shoot than the original.

RUGER LCP II

TECHNICAL SPECS
CALIBER: .380 ACP

CAPACITY: 6+1
LENGTH: 5.17 inches
WIDTH: 0.75 inches
HEIGHT: 3.71 inches

BARREL LENGTH: 2.75 inches 
WEIGHT: 10.6 ounces

MSRP: $419
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The LCP MAX might be best described as a 
double-stack version of the LCP II, which ups 
the magazine capacity from six to 10. Harness-
ing the LCP II’s smooth and easy trigger along 
with the reversible magazine release, this is a 
pistol you can carry in virtually any manner.

RUGER LCP MAX TECHNICAL SPECS
CALIBER: .380 ACP

CAPACITY: 10+1
LENGTH: 5.17 inches

WIDTH: 0.81 inches
HEIGHT: 4.12 inches

BARREL LENGTH: 2.8 inches 
WEIGHT: 10.6 ounces

MSRP: $469
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What the LCP is to the small auto pistol, the 
LCRx is to the revolver. The “x” designation 
means this revolver carries an external hammer 
as opposed to the concealed hammer of the 
“plain-jane” LCR. The LCRx is rated for +P ammo 
yet still sports Ruger’s modern lightweight cyl-
inder design. The gun weighs in at 13.5 ounces, 
perfect for all-day carry. Shooters who want the 
option of cocking the hammer for single-action 
fire have it with this little revolver.

RUGER LCRx

TECHNICAL SPECS
CALIBER: .38 Special +P

CAPACITY: 5
LENGTH: 6.5 inches
HEIGHT: 4.5 inches

BARREL LENGTH: 1.87 inches 
WEIGHT: 13.5 ounces

MSRP: $719
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Bargain-priced for American-made sidearms 
but hardly cheap, there are options from SCCY 
for just about anyone. The 9mm striker-fired 
DVG-1 is available in a variety of colors and with 
a variety of features — specifically, a micro red-
dot sighting system.

SCCY DVG-1 TECHNICAL SPECS
CALIBER: 9mm
CAPACITY: 10+1

LENGTH: 6.01 inches
WIDTH: 1.1 inches

HEIGHT: 5.06 inches
BARREL LENGTH: 3.1 inches 

WEIGHT: 15.5 ounces
MSRP: $329.99
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This double-stack from SIG is another pioneer-
ing entry into the concealed carry market. With a 
total payload of either 11 or 13 9mm rounds, it’s a 
potent defensive pistol that carries easily and is 
quick to get on target.

Made in Epping, New Hampshire, the P365 not 
only offers dependability and quality but also 
strong aftermarket support among holster man-
ufacturers. It is available optics-ready from the 
factory and, at just over an inch wide, it rides in an 
inside-the-waistband holster very unobtrusively. 

SIG P365

TECHNICAL SPECS
CALIBER: 9mm

CAPACITY: 10+1 or 12+1
LENGTH: 5.8 inches
WIDTH: 1.06 inches
HEIGHT: 4.3 inches

BARREL LENGTH: 3.1 inches 
WEIGHT: 17.8 ounces

MSRP: $600
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At  just 15 ounces, the Model 442 is your classic 
J-frame S&W revolver, something on which genera-
tions of self-defense advocates have relied. The 442 
offers +P power and double-action-only simplicity. 
This is truly one of the original point-and-shoot tools. 
With a long history in the personal-defense market, 
J-frame revolvers have accessories and holsters 
available at every major firearms retailer. For those 
who like the simplicity of a revolver and seek one of 
the most trusted names in the industry, the S&W 442 
is an outstanding option for personal defense.

SMITH & WESSON  
MODEL 442

TECHNICAL SPECS
CALIBER: .38 Special +P

CAPACITY: 5
LENGTH: 6.3 inches

WIDTH: 1.3 inches
HEIGHT: 4.25 inches

BARREL LENGTH: 1.875 inches 
WEIGHT: 14.7 ounces

MSRP: $532
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The Shield is the single-stack addition to the 
M&P line from Smith & Wesson. The pistol was 
released to great fanfare with a large marketing 
campaign and by all accounts has lived up to the 
hype. With a polymer frame and striker-fired ac-
tion, it has all the earmarks of a modern fighting 
pistol. Unlike other members of the M&P line, the 
Shield does not offer interchangeable grips but 
can be had with an extended magazine to give an 
additional round.

SMITH & WESSON  
M&P SHIELD

TECHNICAL SPECS
CALIBER: 9mm

CAPACITY: 7+1 or 8+1
LENGTH: 6.1 inches
WIDTH: 0.95 inches
HEIGHT: 4.6 inches

BARREL LENGTH: 3.1 inches 
WEIGHT: 20.8 ounces

MSRP: $479
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This platform was designed from the magazine 
up to be as easy to run as possible for individuals 
with hand-strength issues. The recoil-spring sys-
tem is kept as light as possible, the magazines are 
purpose-built for easy loading, and there is a grip 
safety rather than a thumb safety (which means 
all you have to do to prepare the pistol to fire is to 
grasp it in a firing grip). It is available in the stan-
dard 9mm and .380 ACP chamberings as well as in 
Federal’s new 30 Super Carry cartridge

SMITH & WESSON  
SHIELD EZ

TECHNICAL SPECS
CALIBER: 9mm
CAPACITY: 8+1

LENGTH: 6.8 inches
WIDTH: 1.04 inches

HEIGHT: 5.05 inches
BARREL LENGTH: 3.675 inches 

WEIGHT: 23.2 ounces
MSRP: $521
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This “rebooted” version of the immensely 
popular single-stack 9mm Smith & Wesson 
Shield is that platform modified to meet the 
needs of consumers who’ve come to expect a 
micro-compact 9mm to pack a double-stack 
magazine. The Shield Plus is available in a vari-
ety of configurations — from with and without a 
frame-mounted safety all the way up to Smith & 
Wesson Performance Center versions.

SMITH & WESSON  
SHIELD PLUS

TECHNICAL SPECS
CALIBER: 9mm

CAPACITY: 10+1 or 13+1
LENGTH: 6.1 inches

WIDTH: 1.1 inches
HEIGHT: 4.6 inches

BARREL LENGTH: 3.1 inches 
WEIGHT: 20.2 ounces

MSRP: $553
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This slim double-stack from Springfield Armory 
is purpose-designed for concealed carry and 
packs a dozen rounds into a platform that doesn’t 
look as if it can hold half as many. It is chambered 
for the 9mm Luger, a cartridge that has proven 
itself in the law enforcement world with mod-
ern jacketed hollow-point ammunition. Though 
there‘s nothing wrong with a .380 pistol, some 
shooters demand what they call a “service-grade” 
cartridge, meaning a round that is trusted by 
armed professionals. 9mm is generally seen as 
the entry-level “service cartridge,” and the Hellcat 
is a fine platform in which to carry it. 

SPRINGFIELD 
HELLCAT

TECHNICAL SPECS
CALIBER: 9mm

CAPACITY: 11+1 or 13+1
LENGTH: 6 inches

WIDTH: 1 inch
HEIGHT: 4 inches

BARREL LENGTH: 3 inches 
WEIGHT: 17.9 ounces

MSRP: $620



This affordable micro-compact 9mm with 
the “Taurus Optic-Ready Option” (T.O.R.O.) 
is designed to deliver value and reliability in 
a small package. Shooters who prefer iron 
sights can run the pistol with the flush-mount 
slide cover plate installed, or they can remove 
the cover and install any number of popular 
micro red-dot sights for carry.

TAURUS GX4  
T.O.R.O.
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TECHNICAL SPECS
CALIBER: 9mm
CAPACITY: 11+1

LENGTH: 5.8 inches
WIDTH:  1.08 inches
HEIGHT: 4.4 inches

BARREL LENGTH: 3.06 inches 
WEIGHT: 18.7 ounces

MSRP: $468.18
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