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KNOW YOUR TARGET
AND WHAT’S BEYOND IT

Responsibly armed Americans have a long checklist of elements they must consider before 
drawing a gun and firing in self-defense. Any use of deadly force will prompt a thorough 
investigation. It is your responsibility to insure you have acted not only legally but ethically as 
well. You are responsible for every round that leaves your muzzle. These three elements, 
or target requirements, must be met before you press the trigger.

Target Acquisition
You must actually see your target and be able to 
articulate the level of danger the situation 
presents. To acquire a target means you have 
observed a specific threat and you are aware of 
the relative direction and distance. If you hear 
gunfire, you may not simply return fire in the 
direction of that gunfire. You must acquire a 
target before you are legally allowed to fire.

Target Identi�cation
At this point you have clearly identified 
your target as an immediate threat. 
You are able to distinguish this threat 
from any other persons in the 
immediate vicinity and you are 
completely sure the target you have 
acquired is the source of the danger.

But First...What IS Deadly Force?
While each state’s laws define when it is permissible to use what is referred to as “Deadly Force” (or “Lethal Force”), 
there is a common standard for the use of deadly force, which can be defined as:

“Deadly force may only be used when there is an immediate, and unavoidable danger of death or great/grave 
bodily harm to an innocent person, where no other option exists other than the use of deadly force.”

All firearm “accidents” can be eliminated by 
following these easy to remember rules...
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BONUS



THE UNIVERSAL SAFETY RULES
1

Target Isolation
E�ective target isolation means you have the 
ability to shoot at your target without fear of 
endangering innocent people nearby.

The Greater Danger Theory
The one exception to the above rules applies to Target Isolation. You may fire on a deadly threat without target isolation 
under what is called “The Greater Danger Theory.”  This exception allows you to fire if your failure to act would pose a 
greater danger than your actions. For example, if, during an active shooter scenario, you would be fire at the shooter 
without adequate target isolation in order to stop the shooter from taking a greater number of lives than you would 
endanger with your gunfire.The chance that your bullet may strike an innocent person is preferable to the suspect killing 
or injuring many others.

Treat all guns as though they are always loaded and always perform a clearance 
check every time you pick one up!

3 Keep your finger OFF the trigger and outside the trigger guard until you are on 
target and have made the decision to shoot!

2 Never point your gun at anything that you are not willing to destroy!

4 Always be sure of your target and beyond!

All firearm “accidents” can be eliminated by 
following these easy to remember rules...

Find more lifesaving drills, exercises and information in the #1 resource for self-reliant citizens:
www.ConcealedCarryMagazine.com
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