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Whether you’re a college student, a 
businesswoman or a busy mother of three, 

selecting a concealed carry handgun for personal 
protection is one of the most important decisions 
you can make. But since there are other details 
to keep in mind beyond the basics — firearm type, 
size and caliber chief among them — the process 
can generate a host of interesting questions and 
challenges … especially for women. 

Women often have very specific needs and 
preferences, and the differences between men 
and women jump to the forefront when it comes to 
finalizing a handgun purchase. For instance, your 
hand and body shape as well as your physical size 
and strength matter. Your wardrobe preferences 
can affect your choices. How and where you want 
to carry is also an important factor. All of these 
attributes can influence or alter your ability to carry 
and use a defensive handgun safely, comfortably, 
effectively and proficiently, so it’s vital to carefully 
think through and consider all of the options.

Some women prefer concealed carry handguns 
that are lightweight and easy to shoot yet still 
extremely accurate and powerful. Along these lines, 
anyone who is trying to find the right firearm for 
everyday carry will need to look at three primary 
areas: shootability, reliability and efficiency. In other 
words, you need to be sure the gun you choose to 
help protect your life is one that shoots well, one 
you can depend on, and one that matches your 
individual needs and skills as closely as possible.
 
Since there are basically two main categories of 
handguns from which to choose — revolvers and 
semi-automatics — be sure to take the time to 
think about the advantages and disadvantages 
of each. Revolvers are typically very dependable, 
but they can be slow to reload, and they often 
hold fewer rounds. And while they are often wider 
and harder to conceal than semi-autos, revolvers 
require less maintenance, are easier to clean and 
have a low likelihood of malfunctioning. 

By Beth Alcazar
CCM Editor-at-Large
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On the other hand, semi-automatic pistols are 
quick to reload, carry more rounds and are usually 
easier to conceal. However, issues with clearing 
malfunctions, racking the slides or even cleaning 
the guns may prevent some shooters from 
choosing them. 

Ultimately, the best handgun for personal defense 
is the one you will learn how to shoot proficiently 
and carry safely every day. And one of the most 
helpful things you can do when making your 
selection is to find a gun shop or shooting range 
that will allow you to rent or test out a firearm 
before taking it home. This will let you see if you 
can comfortably and effectively press the trigger 
and manipulate the various mechanisms. It will 
also enable you to get the feel of various action 
types, test the size differences between models 
and experience the felt recoil of discharging 
different cartridges from various types of guns. 
So after you do a little research online (or ask a 
few trusted friends who know guns), be sure to try 
out several guns until you can narrow down the 
options … and hopefully find the one that fits you 
(and your lifestyle) the best and that you can shoot 
the most accurately and consistently.
 

Thankfully, over the last several years, many gun 
manufacturers have listened — and responded — 
to women’s needs, tastes and requests, and most 
ladies can appreciate the wide variety of choices 
available to them. But it can still be overwhelming 
trying to narrow down what works best for you. 
So before you buy, do a little homework … and 
check out this gun-buying guide. This helpful 
tool combines recommendations, tests, surveys, 
statistics and real feedback about some of the 
bestselling and top-performing firearms for 
personal defense. The list includes some tried-
and-true options (as well as a few newcomers) 
along with a variety of price points, types and 
sizes. The goal is to get you started in the right 
direction and highlight practical and tactical 
information you can use to make the best choice 
for your concealed carry handgun. Whether you 
choose one from this guide or use the information 
to go out on your own, here’s wishing you a safe, 
happy and successful gun-buying experience!
 
(NOTE: The following list is alphabetized and 
organized by manufacturer name.)
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CALIBER: 9mm 
CAPACITY: 15+1 

LENGTH: 7.36 inches
WIDTH: 1.26 inches

HEIGHT: 5.04 inches
BARREL LENGTH: 4.02 inches

WEIGHT: 23.63 ounces
TRIGGER PULL: ~6.2 pounds

MSRP: $600

While this Glock model is a bit larger than some 
other everyday carry options, the iconic, boxy, 
polymer-frame G19 never fails to show up on lists of 
favorite concealed carry guns for men and women 
alike. Shooters love this midsize firearm’s reliability, 
durability and magazine capacity, but minimal 
felt recoil and concealability almost certainly also 
count as important reasons for their selecting this 
workhorse. (Interesting side note: The G44, which 
is a .22 LR pistol, features the same size and grip 
as the G19, making it a great companion training 
option or plinking gun!)

GLOCK 19

The things I love most about the Glock 19 are its high round count, 
reliability and the way I can get a firm grip on it! – Victoria T.
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CALIBER: 9mm 
CAPACITY: 10+1 

LENGTH: 6.5 inches
WIDTH: 1.26 inches
HEIGHT: 4.17 inches

BARREL LENGTH: 3.43 inches
WEIGHT: 21.52 ounces

TRIGGER PULL: ~6.29 pounds
MSRP: $568

An accurate and versatile handgun, the subcompact 
Glock 26 might be right up your alley with its simple, 
supremely durable design. It’s affordable and 
relatively easy to clean, making this handgun a great 
choice for a first-time gun owner. With a wider grip 
than some of its counterparts (thanks to a double-
stack magazine holding 10 rounds), the G26 isn’t 
known for its looks. But it performs reliably, has 
relatively low felt recoil, and is designed to feed any 
ammo and fire in all kinds of conditions. In addition, 
the patented coating on the steel parts makes this 
pistol nearly maintenance-free.

GLOCK 26

I switched to the Glock 26, and I love it. It is very easy to shoot accurately, 
it’s easy to clean, and it conceals comfortably. I like that the double-stack 
G26 can accept the G19 magazine even though it obviously sticks out of 
the grip farther. That comes in handy at the range or if for some reason I 
want an extended magazine. – Kim H.
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CALIBER: 9mm 
CAPACITY: 10+1 

LENGTH: 6.5 inches
WIDTH: 1.1 inches

HEIGHT: 5.04 inches
BARREL LENGTH: 3.41 inches

WEIGHT: 18.7 ounces
TRIGGER PULL: ~5.4 pounds

MSRP: $600

If you’re searching for the “Glock Perfection promise” 
in a slimline 9mm, the G43X is a comfortable 
pistol, engineered with Glock’s durable internal 
mechanisms … just in a much smaller size. Thinner 
and shorter than both the popular G26 and G19, this 
subcompact pistol is a perfect size to accommodate 
on-body concealed carry, but it is not so small that 
larger hands find it hard to grip or shoot. Intended 
for simplicity of use and true to Glock design, this 
concealed carry handgun has no external safety and 
features a flat slide release and magazine release 
that keep the gun smooth and compact overall.

GLOCK 43X

I chose the Glock 43X not only because of its concealability but also 
because of its low recoil and 10-round magazine capacity. The grip isn’t 
too thick, and the slide is easy to pull back, so it makes a great everyday 
gun for women of all sizes. I’ve concealed this gun in the pocket of my 
ball gown, work clothes and regular clothes. This gun will literally go with 
you anywhere ... and with ease! – Teryn C
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CALIBER: .38 Special +P 
CAPACITY: 5 

LENGTH: 6.5 inches
HEIGHT: 4.5 inches

BARREL LENGTH: 1.87 inches
WEIGHT: 13.5 ounces

MSRP: $719

Weighing in at 13.5 ounces, Ruger’s LCRx is a compact 
and affordable snub-nosed revolver with a smooth 
trigger, manageable recoil and, of course, no slide 
to rack. The LCRx is rated for the more powerful +P 
ammo yet still sports Ruger’s modern, lightweight 
cylinder design. The only shortcoming is that you’re 
limited to five rounds, and since it’s a wheelgun, 
reloading can be a bit slow. As well, the LCRx features 
an external hammer as opposed to the concealed 
hammer of the LCR. But shooters who want the 
option of cocking the hammer for single-action fire 
have it with this reliable little revolver. (Shoppers take 
note that the LCRx is available in a variety of caliber 
choices besides the .38 Special, including .22 LR, .22 
Magnum, 9mm, .327 Magnum and .357 Magnum.)

RUGER LCRx

This little gun has some nostalgia for me, as I remember 
shooting revolvers with my granddad when I was young. 
I just feel comfortable and confident with it. – Joyce P.
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CALIBER: 9mm 
CAPACITY: 10+1 or 12+1

LENGTH: 6 inches
WIDTH: 0.95 inches
HEIGHT: 4.52 inches

BARREL LENGTH: 3.2 inches
WEIGHT: 18.4 ounces

TRIGGER PULL: ~5.7 pounds
MSRP: $579

Replacing the popular LC9s, Ruger’s slim, double-
stack, striker-fired MAX-9 is designed specifically 
for concealed carry. With a trigger safety, optional 
manual safety and visual inspection port that 
provides confirmation of a loaded or empty 
chamber, this lightweight, optics-ready pistol offers 
a double-stack capacity with a single-stack frame 
thickness and magazines that hold 10 or 12 rounds. A 
comfortable, medium-textured grip and angled slide 
serrations at the front and back make the slide easy 
to rack and add to the aesthetics of the gun. And the 
trigger is light and crisp, with a relatively short reset. 
Fans of the original LC9s will find this gun a welcome 
— and modernized — substitution.

RUGER MAX-9

As a fan of the original LC9, I found the MAX-9 to be easy to operate, 
and the perceived recoil was much less than anticipated. – Cathy S.
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CALIBER: 9mm 
CAPACITY: 10+1 

LENGTH: 6 inches
WIDTH: 1.1 inches

HEIGHT: 5.26 inches
BARREL LENGTH: 3.1 inches

WEIGHT: 15 ounces
TRIGGER PULL: ~9 pounds

MSRP: $329.99

A carry favorite of many women, the double-action-
only 9mm CPX-1 (or CPX-2, without ambidextrous 
external safety) may be lacking in some of the 
bells and whistles, but it more than makes up for 
it with extraordinary affordability and reliability. 
The compact, American-made pistol features a 
recoil-absorbing grip and an internal hammer with 
inertial firing pin (so it’s drop-safe) and comes in 
a wide variety of color options. It’s not the most 
fun firearm to shoot because of its heavy trigger 
pull and felt recoil, but the best part about the CPX 
may be the Perpetual Warranty, which means SCCY 
will repair or replace your gun at its expense, no 
questions asked.

SCCY CPX-1

The trigger takes some getting used to, and it shoots a little 
snappy, but I just love the reliability and affordability of my SCCY. 
And I feel the manufacturer really has my back. – Sandy K.
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CALIBER: 9mm 
CAPACITY: 10+1 

LENGTH: 7.2 inches
WIDTH: 1.3 inches

HEIGHT: 5.3 inches
BARREL LENGTH: 3.9 inches

WEIGHT: 25.8 ounces
TRIGGER PULL: ~5-6 pounds

MSRP: $549

Another slightly larger carry gun on this list, the 
smooth-shooting P320 Compact (known to some 
as the “baby” version of the military-adopted 
pistol) remains a popular choice for defensive use. 
Many users love the out-of-the-box features and 
capabilities along with the large, triangular, easy-
to-use magazine release. The innovative modular 
design also allows a shooter to use an exchange 
kit to change the grip size (four available) or even 
the caliber (three available). Overall, the P320 
Compact is a unique, accurate, reliable and highly 
customizable option.

SIG SAUER 
P320 COMPACT

This is just one of two SIGs I own and love ... it’s a perfect grip for me 
(and I’ve tried many others). It shoots smooth and is easy to disassemble 
and clean. The recoil is also minimal for its size. – Sherry M.
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CALIBER: 9mm 
CAPACITY: 10+1 

LENGTH: 5.8 inches
WIDTH: 1.06 inch

HEIGHT: 4.3 inches
BARREL LENGTH: 3.1 inches

WEIGHT: 17.8 ounces
TRIGGER PULL: ~6 pounds

MSRP: $600

A popular choice from the moment this first-of-
its-kind micro-compact gun leapt onto the scene, 
the award-winning P365 offers a slim profile but a 
large round capacity and is named “365” because 
it’s a gun you can use every day of the year. The 
comfortable design fits well in the hand and offers a 
light, crisp trigger with a short, distinct reset. Once 
accustomed to the felt recoil and muzzle rise, users 
will love the shootability and accuracy of this pistol. 
Larger magazines with 12 and 15 rounds are also 
available for those who prefer the extra grip length 
and/or the extra rounds; however, the handgun with 
the shorter 10-round magazine is much easier to 
conceal. (The P365 is also available in .380 ACP.)

SIG SAUER 
P365

Conceals well on my petite frame. Fires like a larger firearm, but it’s not 
snappy at all and has a better-than-average trigger right out of the box. I 
love the number of rounds in what looks like a single-stack mag. – Kim S.
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CALIBER: 9mm 
CAPACITY: 7+1 

LENGTH: 5.9 inches
WIDTH: 1.1 inches

HEIGHT: 3.9 inches
BARREL LENGTH: 3 inches

WEIGHT: 16 ounces
TRIGGER PULL: ~7-8 pounds

MSRP: $789

If you prefer a “mini 1911,” the popular P938 is an 
ideal concealed carry handgun choice. Similar 
to on the P238 (which is a .380), the sights, 
trigger, ambidextrous safety, simplicity of 
concealment, ease of slide-racking and overall 
quality are excellent. Plus, this solidly constructed 
subcompact pistol offers the more powerful 9mm 
cartridge. Shooting the P938 is a bit snappy, but 
this lightweight pistol is a very accurate short-
range weapon and comes equipped with night 
sights. It’s well-designed for concealability, and 
with a wide variety of looks and styles available for 
it, this model is sure to please.

SIG SAUER 
P938

The SIG P938 has been my EDC for years now. 
It’s just second nature for me. – Jude R.
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CALIBER: 9mm 
CAPACITY: 8+1 

LENGTH: 6.8 inches
WIDTH: 1.04 inches

HEIGHT: 5.05 inches
BARREL LENGTH: 3.675 inches

WEIGHT: 23.2 ounces
TRIGGER PULL: ~5.13 pounds

MSRP: $521

Many women, even those with smaller or weaker 
hands, find the M&P Shield EZ to be a very comfortable 
gun to grip and shoot. This striker-fired, polymer-
frame pistol, with its relatively short trigger pull, is a 
single-stack offered in 9mm. A great combination of 
control, comfort and power, the “EZ” (which stands for 
its ease of use) is one of the simplest to load, featuring 
a magazine assist and the easiest-to-rack slide in its 
class. There is also a tactile loaded-chamber indicator 
that raises on top of the slide so you can get physical 
verification that a round is ready to fire. It is an ideal 
choice for newcomers and/or for gun owners who have 
concerns with hand strength. The popular Shield EZ 
micro-compact pistol is available with or without a 
manual thumb safety and also comes in .380 ACP.

SMITH & WESSON 
M&P9 SHIELD EZ

I really like the EZ because I have weaker hands and carpal tunnel. It’s super 
easy for me to load my magazine, rack the slide and manipulate. – Nicole B.
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CALIBER: .38 Special +P 
CAPACITY: 5 

LENGTH: 6.3 inches
WIDTH: 1.3 inches

HEIGHT: 4.25 inches
BARREL LENGTH: 1.875 inches

WEIGHT: 14.7 ounces
TRIGGER PULL: ~7-10 pounds

MSRP: $532

With a long history in the personal-defense market, 
the Model 442 is a classic J-frame S&W revolver, 
something generations of self-defense advocates 
have admired and employed. At just under 15 
ounces, the 442 is ideal for concealed carry 
because it’s compact and feather light, and the 
snag-free design doesn’t have an external hammer 
that could get caught on a purse, pocket or holster. 
This gun is intuitively easy to shoot and fits well in 
smaller hands, though the trigger is a bit heavy. For 
those who prefer the simplicity of a revolver and 
seek one of the most trusted names in the industry, 
the Smith & Wesson 442 is an outstanding option 
for personal defense.

SMITH &  
WESSON 442

I wanted this revolver because I don’t have to think about all the 
extras; I can just press the trigger. It’s such a good little gun and it 
works best for me. – Maria M.
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CALIBER: 9mm 
CAPACITY: 11+1 or 13+1

LENGTH: 6 inches
WIDTH: 1 inch

HEIGHT: 4 inches
BARREL LENGTH: 3 inches

WEIGHT: 17.9 ounces
TRIGGER PULL: ~6-10 pounds

MSRP: $620

Springfield Armory’s optics-ready micro 9mm holds 11 
rounds with a flush magazine or 13 with an extended 
magazine in an overall size that’s perfect for a variety of 
shooters. To achieve better traction with its pressure-
activated grip, the Hellcat was designed with a unique 
stippling called “Adaptive Grip” texture that features a 
pattern of staggered pyramid shapes. The Hellcat also 
features slide serrations that wrap over both sides of the 
slide, offering a better purchase for racking the slide, and 
the out-of-the box sights (with a bright greenish-yellow 
front sight and a white U-shaped rear sight) are quick, 
easy and intuitive to get on target. While some users have 
said this gun is a bit snappy, it is still fun and accurate 
to shoot. It’s a great EDC option, and it’s moved a few of 
Springfield’s die-hard fans away from its XD line.

SPRINGFIELD 
ARMORY 
HELLCAT

I have carried the Springfield Armory Hellcat since it first came 
out. The grip is perfect and seems to mold to your hands. It’s very 
accurate and you can easily control the recoil. – Gloria K.
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CALIBER: 9mm 
CAPACITY: 7+1 or 9+1
LENGTH: 6.3 inches
WIDTH: 0.9 inches
HEIGHT: 4.4 inches

BARREL LENGTH: 3.3 inches
WEIGHT: 21.5 ounces

TRIGGER PULL: ~7-8 pounds
MSRP: $440

Building on the incredible popularity of the XD 
platform, Springfield Armory created the modestly 
priced subcompact XD-S in both 9mm and 
.45, making it one of the smallest large-caliber 
concealed carry handguns available. The single-
stack, striker-fired XD-S Mod.2 OSP is optics-ready 
and has a smooth trigger pull, but the strength 
required to rack the slide might be a bit excessive 
for some shooters. Female gun owners seems to 
love the grip safety, the grip texture and the optional 
extended magazines that offer an increased round 
capacity. Overall, this slim pistol shoots beautifully 
and is a comfortable choice for all-day-carry.

SPRINGFIELD 
ARMORY XD-S

I have carried my Springfield XD-S for over 8 years now. It’s a little hefty, 
but so am I. I can’t miss with the thing, and it is so reliable. I love the grip 
safety/trigger safety combo instead of a manual safety. – Jessica S.
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CALIBER: 9mm 
CAPACITY: 10+1 

LENGTH: 5.8 inches
WIDTH: 1.08 inches
HEIGHT: 4.4 inches

BARREL LENGTH: 3.06 inches
WEIGHT: 18.5 ounces

TRIGGER PULL: ~6-7 pounds
MSRP: $392

Taurus is making its first appearance on the Top 15 
list with the GX4. Holding 10 rounds in its magazine 
plus one round chambered, this micro-compact 
concealed carry pistol is perfect for a woman 
who wants to defend herself but remain discreet. 
The double-stack GX4 is quite the innovative 
and ergonomic engineering feat, with two 
interchangeable backstraps and a serrated, flat-
faced trigger that runs super smoothly. In addition, 
stippling along the grip provides an aggressive 
texture for better control, while stippling forward 
of the trigger at the indexing-pad locations help 
the shooter maintain proper hand positioning and 
assist with recoil management.

TAURUS GX4

While it’s still a bit new to me, I really like the GX4; 
it’s such a solid and smooth shooter. – Dana W.
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CALIBER: 9mm 
CAPACITY: 8+1 

LENGTH: 6.41 inches
WIDTH: 1.18 inches

HEIGHT: 5.12 inches
BARREL LENGTH: 3.54 inches

WEIGHT: 20 ounces
TRIGGER PULL: ~5.5 pounds

MSRP: $490

Walther has a long history of making slim and 
concealable defensive pistols, and the CCP (which 
stands for “Concealed Carry Pistol”) just keeps 
adding to that legacy. This ergonomic, striker-
fired semi-auto comes in 9mm and offers popular 
features such as rear slide serrations and an 
external safety. Thanks to its SoftCoil gas-delayed 
blowback technology, the CCP is a soft-shooting 
gun with relatively light felt recoil. At just over 
an inch wide, this is a true carry pistol, built for 
concealment. With a comfortable, not-too-heavy 
and not-too-light trigger pull at 5.5 pounds and a 
gorgeous blue titanium color option, this excellent 
entry from Walther definitely makes the wish list.

WALTHER 
CCP M2
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